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Center for the Arts

Principal’s Letter
Happy Autumn, Panthers!
 We’ve only been in session for a few months, and they 
have been remarkable!  Evidence of this is found throughout 
this newsletter, from the various awards given to our many 
talented students, to the numerous school activities involving 
our Cypress family, to the anticipated future events highlighted 
in our calendars. Our AP Capstone program continues to grow 
and we have added yet another course: AP Research. We now 
offer the AP Capstone Diploma from College Board. The Cypress 
Lake Center for the Arts staff continues to cultivate world-class productions; special 
kudos to Digital Design student Erica Hoffman, winner in the Character Education 
Digital Design Competition. We’re off to a great start with Cypress sports this year; 
new football coach Richie Rode’s most recent victory was our Homecoming game 
against Cape Coral. And speaking of Homecoming, all the class activities--Powder 
Puff, Prowl, the dress-up days and the decorated halls—made me proud to be a 
Panther as our students took charge and showed their school spirit! Our game was 
well attended by current students as well as alumni, and we had a huge turnout 
for the homecoming dance. It was one of the largest ticket sales ever! CLHSCA is 
truly a dynamic place to be!
 Of course, we do not stand alone and family involvement continues to be 
key to our students’ success. Please consider joining us on campus as a parent 
volunteer or as a member of our School Advisory Council (SAC). If you would like 
to try volunteering, contact our volunteer coordinator Ms. Boyle at 481-2233 and 
join our Parent Volunteer Organization (PVO). If you are interested in SAC, please 
join us at one of our meetings at 6:30 pm in the media center. This year’s SAC 
dates are:

 · November 28th
 · February 13th
 · April 24th

 It is never too late to get involved! We appreciate you and your support!
 There’s No Better Time to be a Panther!

Angela Roles 
Principal
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Character Counts
 Senior Erica Hoffman, Mr. Gordon Gair’s 
Digital Design 3 student, was recognized as 
a winner of the Character Education Digital 
Design Competition. Visitors Jeanne Dozier 
(Board Member), Beverly Burke (representative 
from The Foundation), and Mary Lynn Rodriguez 
(Coordinator for School Counseling presented 
Erica with a certificate for her hard work. In addition, 
she was able to choose a donut or pizza party for 
her class.  Congratulations, Miss Hoffman!!

Thank You
 A huge thank you to Sam Galloway Ford 
for donating 6 Mustang convertibles to our 
Homecoming halftime parade. Every year you 
make it possible for our court members to ride in 
style and we greatly appreciate it.

Cypress Lake High Teacher Selected as 
Microsoft Innovative Educator 

 Mandie Rainwater, Teacher at Cypress Lake High School, was 
designated a Microsoft Innovative Educator (MIE) Expert, joining the 
more than 4,800 educators in the MIE Expert program worldwide. 
Each year, Microsoft selects innovative educators to share ideas, try 
new approaches and learn from each other as a global community 
dedicated to improving student outcomes through technology.   
 “I am honored to be selected for the second year in a row and 
to be able to learn more about Microsoft’s usage in the classroom 
to best benefit the students in their futures,” said Mrs. Rainwater. 
 As an MIE Expert, educators build their capacity for using technology in both the 
classroom and curriculum to improve student learning, advise Microsoft and educational 
institutions on how to integrate technology in pedagogically sound ways, and are advocates 
at conferences, events and trainings for how Microsoft technology can improve learning. 
 “Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts are inspiring examples of educators applying new ways of 
teaching and learning in their classrooms that motivate students and empower them to achieve more,” 
said Anthony Salcito, Vice President, Worldwide Education, Microsoft. “We celebrate and support the 
work they do every day!”

Panther Force ROARED!
 Panther Force, our freshmen orientation day, was a huge success!  Special thanks to Rebecca Carden 
and Lisa de Frietas for organizing this event and serving as Freshman sponsors.  The transition to high 
school can be frightening and produce lots of anxiety for students.  Panther Force Day was designed to 
allow freshmen to get to know the building and key people through a creative scavenger hunt! Students 
also received their schedules and practiced a pep rally. The student leaders and facilitators were well 
trained and good role models.  Showing their school spirit, many staff members assisted and attended. 
What an exceptional job Ms. Carden and Ms. de Freitas did creating a positive first experience for our 
newest students.

http://www.beachbowlandpelicansarcade.com
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STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

Non-Highly Qualified Teachers
 Florida Statute 231.095 recognizes that teachers may be assigned 
duties in a class outside the field in which they are certified.  If they are 
assigned to one or two classes outside their area of certification, they are 
required to enroll in additional college credit courses.  The Cypress Lake 
High School out of field subject area teacher that is currently engaged in 
training to add “Reading” endorsement is Rachel Karouzos.  The Cypress 
Lake High School ESOL out of field teachers that are currently engaged in 
training to add the endorsement “English as a Second Language” to their 
current certificates are Lauren Hawley, Anthony Ficarro, Elisa Scherff, Renee 
Stalions, Brittany Camp, Sherry Kelley, Michael Stout and Rachel Karouzos.

Staffing Updates
NEW STAFF MEMBERS: 
Math- Kaitlyn Patrick, FGCU recent graduate and intern at North High
Math- Kristopher Onstad, Military Experience & Software Verification 
Engineer coming from Washington
Math- Todd Callahan, Military Experience and High School Math Teacher 
in Ohio at Rolling Hills District
ESE- Beverly Hirsch, transfer from Royal Palm
Science- Brad Bender from Diplomat Middle
Social Studies- Brock Harding, our long term sub last year
Helping Teacher- Pedro Cabrera, transfer from Mariner High
Administration- AP Linda Boyle, not only a previous Coordinator at 
the district office who has great experience in using data for school 
improvement, but a former Cypress teacher and Reading Specialist. 

CHANGES:
Mandie Rainwater, moving to the Business/ Career & Tech Ed department 
from Social Studies.
Jessica Turner, teacher and coordinator for the Restorative Room. 

BEGINNING 
FIRST WEEK OF 

OCTOBER
Math Tutoring 
Tuesdays and 

Thursdays 
1:50 – 3:30.

Homework Haven 
Tuesdays and 

Thursdays 
3:30 – 5:30.

School Schedule

http://www.DarumaRestaurant.com
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Club Rush 

 Thank you, Panthers, for making the first ever 
Club Rush a huge success! Sponsors of our many 
clubs here at Cypress set up tables in our courtyard 
during lunch for students to visit and learn about 
the various ways they can get involved in their 
school. Club Rush was the brainchild of  Ms. 
Ranae Atkinson who took this idea and made it 
come alive!  Special thank you to the club sponsors 
and the students working at each table so that 
students could join a club on the spot.
 We would be remiss not mentioning the SGA 
sponsored dunk tank that helped recognize the 
PBS PRIDE qualities of our students. AP Adam Kurtz 
was kept cool during the scorching afternoon the 
entire time with his frequent trips into the tank!
Many staff members came to help supervise 
and assist—a true team effort and an absolutely 
wonderful day at Cypress!
 A big Panther ROAR for Club Rush Day!

AP Capstone: Bigger Than 
Ever!

 The AP Capstone program continues to 
grow at Cypress as we welcomed over 60 new 
AP freshmen this year. Our mentor and advisor 
programs are well under way, and we celebrated 
our accomplishments during our first annual AP 
Breakfast Meet and Greet. 
 AP continues to challenge our students to 
develop their potential as it prepares them for 
the rigors of higher education. Stay connected 
via our website, http://cypresslakehigh.sites.
thedigitalbell.com/ap-capstone. The website 
contains helpful information regarding AP courses, 
AP Capstone diploma descriptions, a link to our 
Twitter account for SAT and ACT preparation, 
photos of AP in Action, fall workshops, and more! 

A few spots are left! 

We need you!
Shannon Knudsen

Cypress Lake School
239-481-2233

Advertise in the Paw Prints!  This is a wonderful way for your 
company to get community recognition and exposure, and at 

the same time help support your local schools!
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Class Officers
 Following a VERY close race with our 
freshmen, we now have all of our class officers 
in place for this school year.  These students 
will work together all year to make Cypress 
Lake fun and to provide all the students with 
wonderful opportunities to participate in 
activities together.  Elections for next year’s 
officers will take place in the spring near the 
close of this year. 

FRESHMEN CLASS OFFICERS
President - Zachary Martin
Vice President – Bailey White
Secretary – Olivia Myers
Treasurer – Abbi Acevedo
Historian – Catalina Arriagada

SOPHOMORE CLASS OFFICERS
President - Kennedy Dunlin
Vice President – Victoria Knox
Secretary – Valeria Molina-Hueda
Treasurer – Heidi Erfourth

JUNIOR CLASS OFFICERS
President – Alexa Lowman
Vice president – Rachael Dominguez
Secretary – Bethany Cason
Treasurer – Madisson Ham

SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS
President – Callie Atkinson
Vice President – Courtney Camarillo
Secretary – Mikayla McMahon
Treasurer – Britini Rice

SGA OFFICERS
President – Madison Brewer
Vice President – Chloe Pallak
Secretary - Jazmin Cameron 
Treasurer – Elvine Edouard

Flying the Friendly Skies?
 If you are flying out of RSW or meeting 
people at the airport, look for our students’ 
paintings in Concourse D. They are part of a 
huge exhibit called “My Sky,” sponsored by Lee 
County Port Authority and Alliance for the Arts. 
Cypress students Tricia Shamburger and Skylan 
Abraham had to interpret the theme and then 
work independently on large canvases, on their 
own time, to create their piece. Stunning!

“Whet Your Appetite”
 Thank you to the cast and crew of “Whet 
Your Appetite” for their wonderful and unique 
production! Each act highlighted a slice of things 
to come in that department’s performance season 
for the coming year.

by Skylan Abraham 

by Tricia Shamburger

http://EpicAirConditioningServices.com
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OCTOBER 2016
Oct. 1 Application open for FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
 Student Aid) for school year 2017-2018 at https://fafsa.ed.gov/ 
 Application open for Florida Bright Futures Scholarships
 at https://floridastudentfinancialaid.org
Oct. 3 OFF School Rosh Hashanah
Oct. 14 Senior panoramic photo 9:00 a.m. to be in yearbook
 Cypress Lake outdoor stadium in good weather or gym if not
 Optional photo purchase $15 cash or check to Leonard’s Studios
 Report to auditorium after portrait for senior class meeting
Oct. 14 Senior class meeting 9:25-10:07 a.m. in Cypress Lake auditorium 
 Steve Kline of GradPro, Inc./Herff Jones with graduation order packets
Oct. 14 End of first quarter
Oct. 17 Off School teacher duty day
Oct. 20 Sale of graduation caps and gowns by GradPro, Inc./Herff Jones 
 main order date. 
 Cypress Lake cafeteria all lunch shifts 10:07 a.m.-12:05 p.m.
Oct. 21 Only two order dates at school; afterward, seniors must order online
 makeup date
 Cost of cap and gown $42 (includes tax) paid to GradPro, Inc.
 $75 after Jan. 31, 2017 until final order March 16, 2017
 Online www.highschool.herffjones.com
 GradPro, Inc. is at 2126 Andrea Lane, Fort Myers (239) 278-4555

NOVEMBER 2016
Nov. 10 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) Workshop
 6:00-8:00 p.m. in Cypress Lake computer lab S107
 Open for seniors and parents/Bring 2015 income tax information
 Led by Ms. Thawley of The Foundation for Lee County Public Schools
 and Ms. Baker of Cypress Lake Guidance Department
Nov. 11 OFF School Veterans’ Day/Hurricane Make-Up Day
Nov. 23-25 OFF School Thanksgiving Break

DECEMBER 2016
Dec. 19-22 First semester final exam week
 Dec. 19 regular dismissal 1:35 p.m./Dec. 20-22 dismissal 11:35 a.m.
Dec. 22 End of second quarter and first semester
Dec. 23 OFF School teacher duty day
Dec. 26-Jan. 6 OFF School Winter Break

JANUARY 2017
Dec. 26-Jan. 6 OFF School Winter Break 
Jan. 16 OFF School Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Jan. 16-Mar 3 Applications due for Southwest Florida Foundation Scholarships
 Apply at www.floridacommunity.com/scholarships/

Jan. 24 Senior class meeting 9:30-10:07 a.m. in Cypress Lake auditorium
 Information about Grad Bash, Awards Night, end of year, 
 and graduation
Ongoing Submit baby pictures for senior memories video at graduation
until March 16 Collection box in Media Center or electronically
 to Mr. Gair at GordonGA@leeschools.net
Jan. 24-April 5 Submit copies of scholarship offers to Assistant Principal Mrs. Boyle
 to be announced at Senior Awards Night on May 9
Jan. 31 Final date to order cap & gown $42 includes tax before price increase
 Paid to GradPro, Inc./Herff Jones
 $75 after January 31, 2017 until final order March 16, 2017
 Order online www.highschool.herffjones.com
 Company office is at 2126 Andrea Lane / Phone (239) 278-4555
FEBRUARY 2017
Feb. 6-10 Sale of tickets Grad Bash 2017 in Orlando
one week only Cypress Lake Media Center 6:40-6:55 a.m. and 1:40-2:00 p.m.
 Cost $135 cash or check paid to Cypress Lake High School
 First come, first served limited seats on charter buses
 April 29 trip to Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure
Feb. 20 OFF School Presidents’ Day
Feb. 21 OFF School teacher in-service day

MARCH 2017
March 16 End of third quarter   
 Final day to turn in baby pictures for senior memories video
 Collection box in Media Center or electronically
 to Mr. Gair at GordonGA@leeschools.net
 Final day to buy cap and gown at $75 to walk at graduation
 Order online at www.highschool.herffjones.com
March 17 OFF School teacher duty day
Mar 20-Apr 28 Sale of honor cords to seniors with weighted GPA 3.5 and above
 $10 cash or check paid to Cypress Lake High School
 Panther Den School Store only purple days all lunch shifts
APRIL 2017
April 5 Deadline to submit copies of scholarship offers 
 to Assistant Principal Mrs. Boyle
 to be announced at Senior Awards Night on May 9
April 10-17 OFF School Spring Break
April 22 Prom at Sydney & Berne Davis Art Center downtown 8:00-11:00 p.m.
April 29 Grad Bash trip to Orlando Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure
 3:00 p.m. charter buses load at Cypress Lake ramp/ 3:15 p.m. leave
 Return to Cypress Lake at approx. 5:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 30
MAY 2017
May 9 Senior Awards Night in Cypress Lake auditorium
 6:30 p.m. ceremony/Seniors arrive at 6:00 p.m. in cafeteria for lineup
TBA Senior final exams and Graduation Class of 2017

Class of 2017 Senior Timeline: 
Cypress Lake High School website cyh.leeschools.net click on Senior Timeline • Join Class of 2017 Google Classroom with code 81mc3c

http://www.starpizzeria.com
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BOYS BASKETBALL
Date ...........................Opponent  .............. H/A ............... Time
22-Nov ......................... South Ft. Myers  ......... A ....................6:00/7:30
29-Nov ......................... Lely ........................... H ....................5:30/7:00
1-Dec ............................Cape Coral ............... A ....................6:00/7:30
2-Dec ............................ Immokalee ................ H ....................5:30/7:00
6-Dec ............................Mariner ..................... H ....................6:00/7:00
8-Dec ............................ Island Coast .............. A ....................6:00/7:30
9-Dec ............................ Lely ........................... A ....................5:30/7:00
15-Dec ..........................Baker ........................ H ....................6:00/7:30
6-Jan ............................ Immokalee ................ A ....................5:30/7:00
10-Jan .......................... East Lee County ......... H ....................6:00/7:30
13-Jan ..........................Mariner ..................... A ....................6:00/7:30
17-Jan .......................... Ft. Myers ................... H ....................6:00/7:30
19-Jan ..........................North Ft. Myers .......... A ....................6:00/7:30
24-Jan ..........................Dunbar ..................... A ....................6:00/7:30
2-Feb ............................Oasis ........................ H ....................6:00/7:30
3-Feb ............................ Estero  ...................... A ....................6:00/7:30

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Date ...........................Opponent ............... H/A ............... Time
9-Nov ...........................CLT Invite .................. A ....................TBA
10-Nov .........................CLT Invite .................. A ....................TBA
Nov 14 ..........................Dunbar ..................... H ....................6:00/7:30
15-Nov .........................Riverdale ................... H ....................6:00/7:30
17-Nov .........................Dunbar ..................... H ....................6:00/7:30
22-Nov ......................... South Ft. Myers .......... A ....................6:00/7:30
29-Nov ......................... Lely ........................... A ....................5:30/7:00
1-Dec ............................Cape Coral ............... H ....................6:00/7:30
2-Dec ............................ Immokalee ................ A ....................5:30/7:00
6-Dec ............................Mariner ..................... A ....................6:00/7:30
8-Dec ............................ Island Coast .............. H ....................6:00/7:30
9-Dec ............................ Lely ........................... H ....................5:30/7:00
14-Dec ..........................Clewiston .................. H ....................5:30/7:00
15-Dec ..........................Baker ........................ A ....................6:00/7:30
22-Dec .......................... IC Holiday Tourn. ...... A ....................TBA
22-Dec .......................... IC Holiday Tourn. ...... A ....................TBA
27-Dec ..........................Bradenton SE Tourney A ....................TBA
5-Jan ............................Naples ...................... A ....................5:30/7:00
6-Jan ............................ Immokalee ................ H ....................5:30/7:00
10-Jan .......................... East Lee County ......... A ....................6:00/7:30
13-Jan ..........................Mariner ..................... H ....................6:00/7:30
17-Jan .......................... Ft. Myers ................... A ....................6:00/7:30
19-Jan ..........................North Ft. Myers .......... A ....................6:00/7:30
24-Jan .......................... Estero  ...................... H ....................6:00/7:30
27-Jan .......................... First Baptist ................ H ....................5:30/7:00

GIRLS SOCCER
Date ...........................Opponent ............... H/A ............... Time
3-Nov ........................... East Lee County ......... A ....................6:00/7:30
8-Nov ........................... Ft. Myers ................... A ....................6:00/7:30
10-Nov .........................Baker ........................ H ....................6:00/7:30
15-Nov ......................... Port Charlotte ............ H ....................5:30/7:00

17-Nov .........................Riverdale ................... A ....................6:00/7:30
21-Nov ......................... Lemon Bay ................ A ....................5:30/7:00
29-Nov .........................Mariner ..................... A ....................6:00/7:30
2-Dec ............................ Estero ....................... H ....................6:00/7:30
6-Dec ............................Dunbar ..................... A ....................6:00/7:30
9-Dec ............................ Lehigh ....................... H ....................6:00/7:30
13-Dec ..........................Cape Coral ............... H ....................6:00/7:30
16-Dec .......................... Island Coast .............. A ....................6:00/7:30
19-Dec ..........................North Ft. Myers .......... H ....................6:00/7:30
6-Jan ............................Golden Gate ............. A ....................5:30/7:00
9-Jan ............................Oasis ........................ H ....................5:30/7:00
12-Jan .......................... South Ft. Myers .......... A ....................6:00/7:30

BOYS SOCCER
Date ...........................Opponent ............... H/A ............... Time
8-Nov ........................... FM ........................... H ....................6:00/7:30
10-Nov .........................Baker ........................ A ....................6:00/7:30
15-Nov ......................... Port Charlotte ............ A ....................5:30/7:00
17-Nov .........................Riverdale ................... H ....................6:00/7:30
21-Nov ......................... Lemon Bay ................ H ....................5:30/7:00
29-Nov .........................Mariner ..................... H ....................6:00/7:30
2-Dec ............................ Estero ....................... A ....................6:00/7:30
6-Dec ............................Dunbar ..................... H ....................6:00/7:30
8-Dec ............................Oasis ........................ A ....................5:30/7:00
9-Dec ............................ Lehigh ....................... A ....................6:00/7:30
13-Dec ..........................Cape ........................ A ....................6:00/7:30
16-Dec .......................... IC ............................. H ....................6:00/7:30
19-Dec ..........................North ........................ A ....................6:00/7:30
6-Jan ............................Golden Gate ............. H ....................5:30/7:00
12-Jan .......................... South ........................ H ....................6:00/7:30
19-Jan .......................... East .......................... A ....................6:00/7:30

WRESTLING
Event .......................... Location ................. Date..............Weigh Ins
1st Day of Practice ..........Home ....................... 11/7/16 .........  
Preseason(Island Coast) ..Away ........................ 11/22/16 .......TBD
Turkey Takedown (JV) ..... FMHS ....................... 11/26/16 .......8:00 AM
Freis Duals ..................... FMHS ....................... 12/2-12/3 ......TBD
Capt. Archer (JV) ............Charlotte ................... 12/9/16 .........11:00 AM
Capt. Archer (V) .............Charlotte  .................. 12/10/16 .......8:00 AM
Hook ‘Em Holiday Clash . Lambert HS (GA) ........ 12/29-12/30 ..TBD
Naples ..........................Away ........................ 1/4/17 ...........6:00 PM
Venice Duals ..................Venice....................... 1/7/17 ...........TBD
Spiegel Memorial ........... Sebring ..................... 1/13-1/14 ......1 PM, 8AM
TBD ..............................Home ....................... 1/18/17 .........6:00 PM
LCAC ............................ FMHS ....................... 1/27-1/28 ......TBD
Gulf Coast .....................Home ....................... 2/1/17 ...........6:00 PM
Drake Duals ...................North FM .................. 2/4/17 ...........TBD
Palmetto Ridge ...............Away ........................ 2/9/17 ...........6:00 PM
Cypress Lake (JV) ............Home ....................... 2/11/17 .........8:00 AM
Districts ......................... TBD .......................... 2/18/17 .........8:00 AM
Regionals.......................Charlotte ................... 2/24-2/25 ......10 AM, 8 AM
State ............................. Silver Spurs ................ 3/3-3/4 ..........8 AM, 8 AM

CLHS

Support Our Sponsors
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Breast Cancer Awareness

 In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness in the month of October, the cheerleading 
squads will be selling PINK OUT shirts for $14.00. A percentage of the sales will be 
donated to Breast Cancer Awareness. You can purchase these shirts by sending an 
email with your t-shirt size to Beth Morrish at BethAMo@LeeSchools.net and sending 
your payment to school with your student.  Orders may be placed through the 14th of 
October, and you will receive the t-shirts by Wednesday, October 19th. 
 OCTOBER 21ST WILL BE OUR HOME PINK OUT GAME! IF YOU WEAR THIS 
SHIRT TO THAT GAME, YOU WILL GET INTO THE GAME FOR FREE!!!

Community Sponsors Care
 THANK YOU to Fuzzy’s Tacos and Outback Steakhouse. They 
donated tangible (and delicious) tokens to reward our students for 
demonstrating our PBIS PRIDE expectations! 

Lights Out- Ingenuity On!
 Here is a great pic by Madison Brewer of the Sophomore/
Junior section when the lights unexpectedly went out during our 
last Pep Rally. A concrete example of how Cypress Panthers turn a 
gloomy problem into a shining solution!


